"Jde jen o to, dat sklu Sanci, aby se tvafrilo co nejvic po svém
- ¢im dal od umélcova sebevédomi, tim lip!"

René Roubicek
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"“It's all about giving glass a chance to express itself as much as possible
- the further from the artist's ego, the better!"
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Martin: ,Napfriklad slovo robot jsme darovali celému svétu. Vymyslel
ho Josef Capek pro svého bratra Karla, kdyz ten hledal pojmenovani
pro mechanické postavy ve hre R.U.R. A pred vice nez 100 lety se
stalo toto drama prvnim ceskym dilem prelozenym do japonstiny.”
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Martin: “For example, we gave the word robot to the whole world.

It was invented by Josef Capek for his brother Karel when he was
looking for the name of the mechanical characters in R.U.R. More
than 100 years ago, this became the first Czech work translated into
Japanese.
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Anna: ,S Japonskem je spojeny i spoluzak Karla Capka Jaroslav
Heyrovsky. Byl prvnim Cechem, ktery ziskal Nobelovu cenu za svij
objev polarografie; na objevu se podilel i jeho zak Japonec Masuzo
Shikata. Pravé diky jejich metodé dnes mizeme snadno zjistit slozeni
surovin.”
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Anna: “Karel Capek’s classmate Jaroslav Heyrovsky is also connected
with Japan. He was the first Czech to win the Nobel Prize for his
discovery of polarography; his Japanese pupil Masuzd Shikata also
participated in the discovery. It is thanks to their method that today
we can easily determine the composition of raw materials.”
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Martin: | prvni mékké kontaktni Cocky maji domov v Cesku.
Otto Wichterle je vyrobil v roce 1961 na pristroji sestavenem
z détské kovové stavebnice Merkur. Tuhle stavebnici dnes zna skoro

kazdy cesky kluk a oblibila si ji i mnoha dévcata!
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Martin: “Even the first soft contact lenses have their home in the
Czechia. Otto Wichterle made them in 1961 on a device made from
a children’s metal kit called Merkur. Today, almost every Czech boy
knows this kit and many girls like it too!”

71



Anna: ,A nejen to! Prvni sadu hry pexeso navrhl mozaikar katedraly
svateho Vita, redaktor nakladatelstvi CTK Pressfoto Zdenék Princ.
Pexeso patfi mezi nejoblibengjsi hry na svété a jeho nazev je
odvozen od popularni televizni soutéze Pekelné se soustred.”
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Anna: “And not only that! The first set of the game pexeso was
designed by the mosaic designer of St. Vitus Cathedral, Zdenék Princ,
who was editor of the CTK Pressfoto publishing house. Pexeso is one
of the most popular games in the world, and its name is derived
from the popular TV competition Concentrate like Hell

ZvzonoMillexovs.
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René: ,Nesmime zapomenout ani na Johanna Gregora Mendela,
slezského rodaka, zakladatele genetiky. V zahradé augustinianského
klastera v Brné zkoumal, jak se dedi vlastnosti mezi rostlinami. Jeho
objevy byly prikopnické.”
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René: “We must not forget Johann Gregor Mendel, a native of Silesia,
and the founder of genetics. In the garden of the Augustinian
Monastery in Brno, he investigated how traits are inherited between
plants. His discoveries were pioneering.”

75



René: ,Mame i slavné technologie pouzivané v mediciné
budoucnosti! Technicka univerzita v Liberci je prikopnikem

a vynalezcem nanovlaken. Profesor Oldrich Jirsak objevil roku 2003
zpUsob, jak vyrabét nanovlakna ve velkém, prdmyslovou cestou,

a tu dnes pouZiva cely svét”
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René: “We also have famous technologies used in medicine of

the future! The Technical University of Liberec is the pioneer and
inventor of nano-fibres. In 2003, Professor Oldrich Jirsak discovered
a way to produce nano-fibres on a large scale, in an industrial way
and today, the whole world is using this.”
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Anna: ,A co pivo a chlebicky? To jsou prece také nase vynalezy!"
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Anna: “What about beer and sandwiches? Those are our inventions
too!”
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René s usmévem: ,Chlebicek je nejchutnéjsi cesky vynalez! Dobrota
na dve, tri zakousnuti, vétSinou s bramborovym salatem, ozdobena

syrem a sunkou. Dokonala ve své jednoduchosti. Mham!*
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René laughs: “The little sandwich is the tastiest Czech invention! It’s
a goodie of two or three bites, usually with potato salad, garnished
with cheese and ham. Perfect in its simplicity. Yummy!”
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